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DETAILED ACTION 
This Office action is in response to the Amendment filed on 12 March 2009. 
Claims 1-17 have been cancelled. Claims 18-34 are pending in the application. 

Specification 

The objection to tine abstract has been withdrawn. 

Drawings 

The drawings were received on 27 September 2006. These drawings are 
acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 32 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Okura at al. (JP Patent No. JP 2000012377 A, from hereinafter "Okura"), of record. 

Regarding independent claim 32, Okura discloses a conventional laminated 
ceramic electronic component in drawing 7 comprising 

conductive pattern layers (electrode layer A in drawing 7); and 
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insulating layers (ceramic layers 53) which are alternately arranged with the 
conductive pattern layers (electrode pattern A) to form a laminate in which the 
conductive pattern layers are integrally laminated to each other, as shown in drawing 7, 

in at least one of the conductive pattern layers, at least one floating dummy 
pattern (electrode 52c) which is not electrically connected to a corresponding 
conductive pattern is disposed in a region between an end surface of said at least one 
of the conductive pattern layers and the conductive pattern at an interval therefrom so 
as not to be exposed at the end surface of said at least one of the conductive pattern 
layers (drawing 7); and 

as shown in drawing 7, no conductive patterns are disposed between the end 
surface of said at least one of the conductive pattern layers and the at least one floating 
dummy pattern, that is, there is no conductive pattern located between the end surface 
of electrode A in the upper conductive pattern layer and adjacent floating dummy 
pattern 52c. 

Regarding claim 33, Okura discloses the conductive pattern layers (electrode 
layer A) include extension conductors (52a) which extend from the conductive patterns 
to end surfaces of the conductive pattern layers, conductive pattern layers having 
extension conductors provided at positions different from each other are Included In the 
conductive pattern layers, and of the conductive pattern layers having extension 
conductors provided at positions different from each other, in a region of one of the 
conductive pattern layers in which no floating dummy pattern (52c) is provided and 
which is overlapped with a region of another one of the conductive pattern layers in 
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which at least one extension conductor is provided (conductive pattern layer A), the at 
least one floating dummy pattern is provided (conductive pattern layer B), as shown in 
drawing 7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okura in 
view of Kitamura (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0093415 A1, from 
hereinafter "Kitamura"), both of record. 

The teachings of Okura have been discussed above. 

Okura fails to teach the electronic component-forming conductive patterns have a 
coil pattern shape, and the electronic component is a coil component. 

Kitamura teaches the electronic component-forming conductive patterns have a 
coil pattern shape, and the electronic component is a coil component (Referring to Figs. 
1 through 3 illustrating an embodiment of the present invention, a laminated common- 
mode choke coil generally indicated by 30 comprises a laminated structure formed of a 
pair of magnetic substrates 31 and 37, and a plurality of insulating layers 33A, 33 and 
35 laminated between the substrates 31 and 37. An Ag film having a thickness of from 
1 to 10 |jm is deposited on a surface of an insulating layer 33A according to, e.g., a 
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sputtering process, and is patterned in a spiral sliape according to pliotolitliograpliy 
tecliniques, tliereby forming a primary coil electrode 32 : See H [0032] & [0033]). 

In view of the teaching of Kitamura it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ the coil electrode as taught 
by Kitamura because coiled structures are commonly fabricated by the lamination 
method. This method can be used to produce a wide variety of structures and devices. 
It would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Okura and Kitamura because 
Kitamura discloses manufacturing a choke coil such that alternating conducting and 
insulating layers are laminated together to form a device structure in much the same 
way as Okura and the present application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 18-31 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. Wilczewski whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1849. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zandra Smith can be reached on 571-272-2429. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/M. Wilczewski/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2822 



